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THE ORGANIZATION OF THE 
CALIFORNIA STATE COUNCIL OF DEFENSE 


W. H. ORION, Chief, Division of Physical and Health Education 


The California State Council of Defense, created by the action of 
the 1941 Legislature, is composed of thirty members. Twenty of these 
members are appointd by the Governor, five are legislators, and five are 
ex officio members. These five are the Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion, Director of Public Health, Adjutant General, Attorney General, 
and the Governor. 


The law imposes the following duties upon the Council : 
1. To inform the people of California concerning measures necessary 
for public co-operation in the defense effort. 


2. To consider and recommend means necessary for public defense 
and security, and the fullest development of all resources in the 
state. 


3. To consider measures essential to meet all situations occasioned 
by the defense. 


4. To co-operate with and assist all federal defense agencies. 


The California State Council of Defense has established ten com- 
mittees to deal with the chief aspects of civilian defense and works 
through these committees in co-ordinating its activities: 


Agricultural Resources and Production, William J. Cecil, Chairman 
Civil Protection, Earl Warren, Chairman 


Health, Welfare and Consumer Protection, Archibald Young, Chair- 
man 


Human Resources and Skills, C. J. Haggerty, Chairman 
Industrial Resources and Production, F. E. Foster, Chairman 
Legislation, Senator Irwin T. Quinn, Chairman 

Local Defense Organization, Harold W. Kennedy, Chairman | 
Public Information, John B. Long, Chairman 


Research and Planning, Samuel C. May, Chairman 


Transportation, Housing, Works and Facilities, Baldwin Woods, ' 
Chairman 
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The federal defense agencies with which the State Council of 
Defense will be in constant contact and a description of their adminis- 
trative scope are as follows: 


1. Office of Emergency Management, which includes all federal 
defense agencies. 
2. Office of, Production Management, which oversees production of 
defense materials. 
3. Supply Priorities and Allocations Board, which decides who has 
first call on raw materials. 
4. Office of Price Administration, which acts to prevent unreason- 
ably rising prices. 
5. Defense Communications Board, which estimates communica- 
tions needs. 
6. Division of Defense Housing, which ensures adequate defense 
housing. 
7. National Defense Mediation Board, which helps settle labor dis- 
putes. 
8. Office of Scientific Research and Development, which has charge 
of defense research. 
9. Office of Defense Health and Welfare Services, which aids locali- 
ties with health and welfare problems. 
10. Co-ordinator of Inter-American Affairs, which deals with Pan 
American affairs. 
11. Transportation Division, which eases transportation difficulties. 
12. Defense Aid Reports Division, which keeps account of lend-lease 
work. 
13. Office of Civilian Defense, which develops plans for civilian pro- 
tection. . 
14. The regular federal agencies which are involved in defense, 
including the Army and Navy. 


LocaL DEFENSE COUNCILS 


Ultimately national defense is based on what happens in all the 
many home towns in the United States. It is the cities and counties 
that are chiefly affected by the economic, political, and social disloca- 
eation resulting from this national preparedness effort. Both federal 
and state defense authorities agree that local defense councils should 
be official. The pattern for city and county defense councils will 
follow the general setup of the state council. 
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In all probability each of the ten committees comprising the State 
Council of Defense will ultimately have numerous subcommittees. As 
an example, the Chairman of the Health, Welfare, and Consumer 
Interest Committee has already established a subcommittee on Physical 
Education and Recreation. 

All defense agencies—federal, state, and local—should know their 
place in the general scheme of things. Then the overlapping, duplica- 
tion, and confusion, which have to some extent characterized the 
development of defense plans so far, can be avoided. It is the declared 
policy of the federal defense agencies, with which the State Council 
of Defense agrees, that the normal channel of contact and clearance 
should run from the federal defense organization to the State Council 
of Defense and through the State Council to the local councils. Con- 
versely, the local councils will clear first with the State Council in their 
contacts with federal defense agencies. In cases of special urgency, 
and to meet particular situations, exceptions to this general practice 
will undoubtedly arise, but in any event the State Council of Defense 
should be kept advised. 

The State Council is a co-ordinating body. No defense agency works 
alone. 

For additional information on the activities of the State Council of 
Defense, communications should be addressed to Mr. Richard Graves, 
Executive Secretary, 2121 Allston Way, Berkeley, telephone Ashbury 
5070. 


NEW RESPONSIBILITIES FOR RURAL HIGH SCHOOLS 


JULIAN A. McPHEE, Chief, Bureau of Agricultural Education 


The entrance of the United States into war has been immediately 
followed by requests from citizens of all ages and occupations asking 
how they can help in the national effort. School administrators have 
been among the first to offer their services and the facilities of their 
school plants. . 

Through the United States Office of Education and the Defense 
Section of the United States Department of Agriculture, opportunities 
for schools to carry out specific functions in the national defense 
program have been suggested. 

Particular service has been asked of California rural high schools, 
especially those with vocational agricultural facilities. Four specific 
fields have been set up in which valuable assistance may be rendered. 
The purpose of this article is to summarize the programs and indicate 
how the rural high school may be of greatest assistance. 


Farm MACHINERY REPAIR 


California agriculture is highly mechanized, but it is now almost 
impossible for farmers to buy new machinery or in some eases even to 
get repair parts. This means that some plan must be found to keep the 
present machinery running if we are to supply necessary food for the 
armed forces and civilian population and to fulfill the lend-lease com- 
mitments. Rural schools can be of material help. 

Of the two hundred California high schools offering vocational 
agriculture, every one can provide some shop facilities, either on the 
school grounds or in a local garage or implement service unit, to help 
farmers learn the care, repair, and adjustment of farm machinery. 

Services of the high school may be of two types. One is a regular 
night school class for adults or young farmers in the repair and servic- 
ing of farm machinery. The California State USDA (United States 
Department of Agriculture) Defense Board through county USDA 
boards, is already engaged in stimulating such classes. Existing farm 
organizations are being urged to contact schools in a widespread pro- 
gram of education. 

The instructor for such a class may be the agricultural mechanics 
teacher or any qualified mechanic or farm machinery service man who 
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ean be certificated. The course may be taught at the school, in a garage, 
blacksmith shop, farm machinery sales warehouse, or any other suitable 
place. 

The second type consists of opening the facilities of the high school 
or other shop at specified times, under competent supervision but 
without setting up an adult class, to permit farmers to bring in equip- 
ment for repair. Both types of service are now in operation in various 
high schools in California. 

In addition to establishing special education and service programs 
for adult farmers, work should be extended and intensified among the 
10,500 high school vocational agriculture students in regular classes. 
Not only do these boys have equipment of their own, but on hundreds 
of farms boys with vocational training virtually have charge of the 
home farm machinery. 


Scrap METAL COLLECTION 


One of the reasons why farm machinery repair is so essential is 
because of the shortage of metal, millions of tons of which are now 
going into tanks, ships, and planes. On California farms are millions 
of pounds of usable metals, and California school pupils are in a 
favorable position to salvage this metal and put it back into useful 
channels. 

This work should be co-ordinated with the farm machinery repair 
program, however. Scrap metal should be combed for usable bolts 
and nuts, nails, serap iron, and similar material that can be used on 
the home farm to keep machinery and farm structures in repair and 
efficient use. It is not economical to send in such metal to be melted 
up and forged into the same kind of hardware if the discarded material 
is usable in its present form. 

It is highly important that the scrap metal be immediately brought 
in from out-of-doors so that oxidization can be halted, even though 
facilities are not immediately available for its collection. Heavy pieces 
of malleable iron and steel are, of course, the most valuable. The 
defense authorities urge that the scrap be sold wherever possible to 
local foundaries rather than be shipped to central manufacturing 
districts, thus overtaxing transportation facilities. 


NATIONAL DEFENSE TRAINING CouRSES FOR OUT-oF-SCHOOL 
RurAut YoutH 


Courses are now in operation in about seventy centers to give pre- 
liminary training in the repair and operation of trucks, tractors, and 
automotive equipment; in woodwork; in metal work; and in electrifi- 
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cation. These courses are financed entirely through federal funds 
appropriated for this purpose. 

Such courses will be of great value to the young man who remains 
on the farm in carrying out mechanized agriculture. If he goes into 
industrial occupation, even if only to replace more highly skilled crafts- 
men called into central defense industries, the courses will be valuable. 
If he goes into the armed forces, such skills give him preferential rating. 

Funds are available for extending these courses to every commu- 
nity of California. Qualified teachers may be drawn from trade sources 
in almost any city or town. It is believed that a number of additional 
courses of this type may profitably be organized. 


Foop FoR FREEDOM 


Voeational agriculture students have been asked to increase their 
supervised farming programs in terms of the national quotas, just as 
have the adults. This group, with more than $1,000,000 invested in 
livestock, poultry, crops, feed, and equipment, are preparing to render 
an appreciable service. 

School and community gardens are urged, particularly in commu- 
nities where school lunch programs are in operation to utilize the 
produce from such gardens. In communities served by vocational 
agriculture instruction, where school property is available or suitable 
land can be obtained, such a program will materially help to maintain 
nutrition. At the beginning of the current vear, it was estimated that 
one-third of the population of the United States does not get sufficient 
nutrients, particularly fruits and vegetables. 

The United States Office of Education is recommending that during 
the period of the national emergency vocational agriculture teachers 
in rural high schools who are entering into these defense services in 
addition to their regular services be relieved so far as possible from 
nonvoeational duties. 


DEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATIONS——— 


DIVISION OF RESEARCH AND STATISTICS 


WALTER E. MORGAN, Assistant Superintendent of Public Instruction; and 
Chief, Division of Research and Statistics 


STATEWIDE STUDY OF FIDELITY BONDING PRACTICES 


A special committee of the California Association of Public School 
Business Officials under the chairmanship of Schuyler C. Joyner, 
Assistant Business Manager of the Los Angeles City School districts, 
is making a state-wide study of school district fidelity bonding prac- 
tices. It is the intention of this committee to secure complete informa- 
tion on the basis of which revision of premium rates for this special 
type of insurance may be secured. It is therefore important that all 
local school officials who are requested to fill out the reporting sched- 
ules sent them by this committee give full co-operation in order that 
the best results may be obtained for the schools of the state. 

It should be noted that the insurance committee of the California 
Association of Public School Business Officials has already secured 
marked reductions in insurance premiums in other fields, thereby sav- 
ing California school districts many thousands of dollars annually. 
The present study already gives promise of effecting similar results. 


FOR YOUR INFORMATION 


PREPARATIONS FOR MEETINGS 
OF AMERICAN SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS 


The annual meeting of the American Association of School Admin- 
istrators, which is to be held in San Francisco, February 21-26, 1942, 
is expected to attract 12,000 registered delegates. These will include 
leaders in education in California and the nation. It is expected that 
teachers of California will take advantage of this opportunity to attend 
these meetings whenever possible. The theme of the convention is 
‘*Kdueation of a Free People.’’ 

Committees under the leadership of A. J. Cloud, chairman, Execu- 
tive Committee of the American Association of School Administrators, 
are making preparations for the sessions of the convention and for the 
meetings of various other educational groups which may gather in San 
Francisco for the same period. 

Walter F. Dexter, Superintendent of Public Instruction, has asked 
that in so far as possible members of governing boards and school 
administrators attend the sessions of the American Association of 
School Administrators. He also asks that they make it possible for 
teachers to attend. In this connection he calls attention to the School 
Code section 3.91, which states that ‘‘Boards of school trustees and city 
boards of education shall have the power to declare a holiday in the 
public schools under their jurisdiction when good reason exists there- 


for.’’ 


CLAIMS OF INJURED ATHLETES BEFORE C.I.F. BOARD 


The Board of Directors of the California Interscholastic Federa- 
tion Athletic Protective Fund met at Pacific Grove on December 6, 
1941, for the purpose of studying and acting on claims for athletic 
injuries reported from various member schools for the school year up 
to the date of the meeting. <A total of 1901 injuries was reported; of 
this number 1046 cases had been completed and were approved by the 
board for payment in the total of $6,511. 

For the period above mentioned 15,175 boys were enrolled in the 
Fund. Under Schedule A, 6,875 boys were enrolled ; 7,335 under Sched- 
ule B; and 996 under Schedule C. There are now a total of 227 schools 
participating in the Fund, 44 new schools having taken membership 
during the present schocl year. 
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The Board of Directors of the Athletic Protective Fund is com- 
posed of the same membership as is the State Council of the California 
Interscholastic Federation. A. B. Ingham, Superintendent of Schools, 
Pacific Grove, is Secretary-Treasurer for each of the boards. It is 
evident that this new service of the C.I.F. is meeting a long felt need 
in many of the high schools of the state. 


RULE GOVERNING FOOTBALL PRACTICE SEASON AMENDED 


The State Council of the California Interscholastic Federation, at 
its recent Pacific Grove meeting, acting in the interest of greater safety 
for boys who play interscholastic football, amended and clarified the 
rule governing the length of the practice season. The amended rule 
makes the following provision: ‘‘ There are to be no football games until 
after three weeks of practice. The squad must have had at least 14 
days of practice (excluding Sundays) before the first game. Each 
individual boy on the team must have had at least 10 days of practice 
before he may be allowed to compete in a game.’’ 

Research has revealed that the requirement of three weeks practice 
has reduced injuries materially, and the Council trusts that there will 
be no attempts at local evasion of this fundamental and important 


ruling. 


CHAIRMANSHIP OF STATE DEFENSE COUNCIL 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON HEALTH AND RECREATION 


The Chief of the Division of Physical and Health Education has 
accepted the chairmanship of the State Defense Council’s subeommittee 
on Physical Education and Recreation. It is his hope that educational 
and recreational leaders throughout the state will not hesitate to submit 
suggestions for the development and improvement of a state-wide pro- 
gram embracing these fields. This subcommittee is a division of the 
larger committee on Health, Welfare, and Consumer Protection, 
headed by Colonel Archibald Young, Pasadena. 


FEDERAL BULLETIN ON CENTRAL VALLEY PROJECT 
SCHOOL RADIO PROGRAM 


During 1940-41, eight radio programs covering various phases of 
the Central Valley Project have been produced by high school ‘classes 
throughout California. The scripts for this series of broadcasts were 
prepared by the Bureau of Reclamation of the United States Depart- 
ment of the Interior. They were endorsed by the California State 
Department of Education and brought to the attention of the high 
schools of the state by Aubrey A. Douglass, Assistant Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, and Chief of the Bureau of Secondary Education. 
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This radio enterprise, which was carried on jointly by the federal 
and state governments and the public schools of the state, is fully 
described in a bulletin, Experiment . . . by Schools, Radio, and 
Government, just issued by the Division of Information of the United 
States Department of the Interior. The bulletin contains a sample 
radio script. These scripts were prepared in skeleton form to give 
the different schools a chance to fill in material of purely local interest 
and emphasis. Besides the sections in the bulletin by members of the 
staff of the Division of Information and of the Bureau of Reclamation 
telling how the idea was conceived and carried out, another section by 
Dr. Douglass discusses the use of radio in education. There are com- 
ments also from teachers who produced one or more of the seripts. 

The purpose of this series of radio programs was to promote under- 
standing of the Central Valley Project among the people of the whole 
state of California. The series included eight scripts in all: 1. History ; 
2. Central Valley Project—an overall description; 3. Navigation; 4. 
Flood Control; 5. Irrigation; 6. Salinity Control; 7. Construction; 8. 
Water Conservation. A total of 67 high schools took some part in this 
enterprise. Actual broadeasts of the scripts were made from about 27 
schools. About 28 counties were represented. In all about 39 pro- 
grams were broadcast with the co-operation of the local radio broad- 
casting stations. In the course of these productions, approximately 
2,000 high school pupils gained experience in some phase of radio pro- 
duction. They engaged in study, research, writing, preparation, and 
musical and dramatic activities involved in these productions. 


CHILDREN’S POETRY MAGAZINE 


A medium for the publication of original poems written by children 
in elementary schools, and junior and senior high schools is offered in 
Nuggets, a magazine of poetry by youth. The magazine is not con- 
nected with any school but is a publication of national circulation 
devoted entirely to the publishing of children’s poetry. Contests are 
held from time to time, and prizes are offered for the best selections of 
poetry submitted. 

Contributions to Nuggets should be sent to Nina Willis Walter, 
70 North Bonnie Avenue, Pasadena. The child’s name, age, grade in 
school, and the name of the school should appear on each manuscript. 
A stamped addressed envelope should be sent with each contribution. 
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NATIONAL THEATER CONFERENCE 
ROYALTY PROJECT FOR HIGH SCHOOLS 


The benefits of the National Theater Royalty Project through 
which high schools in the United States are enabled to obtain reduced 
royalty prices on plays for school dramatic productions will be extended 
again during 1942 as in past years. Some of these reductions amount 
to as much as $15.00. The National Theater Conference is a nonprofit 
organization, which is supported from funds supplied by the Rocke- 
feller Foundation. It extends benefits to all community, college and 
high school theaters in the United States. 

Requests for certification in the Conference and for information 
concerning the benefits should be addressed to the Royalty Project, 
National Theater Conference, Cleveland, Ohio. 


CALENDAR OF EDUCATIONAL MEETINGS 


During 1941-42 a calendar of educational meetings and confer- 
ences will be published from time to time in California Schools. In 
some cases, events may be mentioned before the place of meetings has 
been decided, but complete information will be given in subsequent 
issues. The following schedule of events is a list of certain of the meet- 
ings and conferences which take place during the school year 1941-42: 


Date Organization Place 
Jan. 10 California Association for Childhood Berkeley 
Ndueation, Bay Section Claremont 
Hotel 
Jan. 17 California-Western Music Educators’ Berkeley 


Conference, Bay Section 


Feb. 17-21 


Feb. 18-20 


Feb. 21-26 


Feb. 26-28 
March 14 


May 1,2 


Annual Convention, Progressive Educa- 
tion Association 


National Vocational Guidance Associa- 
tion 


Seventy-second Annual Meeting, Amer- 
ican Association of School Adminis- 
trators 

Annual Meeting, American Association of 
Junior Colleges 

Central California Junior College Asso- 
ciation Spring Meeting 

1942 Round Table Conference 


Los Angeles 
Hotel Biltmore 


San Francisco 
Fairmont and 
Mark Hopkins 
Hotels 


San Francisco 


Los Angeles 


Porterville 


San Diego 
San Diego 
State College 
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